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THE WORLD OF WIN 
WiN IAEA 
 
On Monday, 9 March 2009, International Women’s 
Day 2009 was celebrated at the Vienna International 
Centre under the motto “Women and Climate 
Change”. Within the framework of this event, newly 
elected WiN IAEA President Eva Gyane introduced 
WiN to the wider public. She talked about the 
organization and activities of WiN Global, the 
geographical distribution of its membership and the 
benefits WiN brings to its members. She also 
mentioned the Strategic Plan that will strengthen 
WiN Global and enhance the benefits of WiN to its 
members. Eva then spoke about the WiN IAEA 
Chapter, which was founded in 1998 with Dr. Hans 
Blix, the former IAEA Director General, as one of the 
founding members.  
 
WiN IAEA currently has about 20 members and the 
Chapter is in the process of revival. It is planned to 
hold regular meetings, to offer professional support 
and networking opportunities and to organize 
lectures and various outreach activities. The WiN 
IAEA Chapter will utilize to the maximum extent 
synergies with the Vienna Chapters of other 
organizations such as Women in International 
Security (WIIS), the American Nuclear Society (ANS) 
or the Institute of Nuclear Materials Management 
(INMM).  
 
The advantages to the IAEA of a strong WiN IAEA 
Chapter will be the access to a pool of qualified 
personnel working in various nuclear fields for IAEA 
recruitment, the chance to reach out to women in 
developing countries and the opportunity to further 
increase the percentage of female professionals at 
the IAEA. After the presentation several persons 
expressed their interest in joining WiN and it is 
hoped that this event will contribute towards a 
strengthened WiN IAEA Chapter. 

 
For more information on WiN IAEA activities please 
contact Eva Gyane, WiN IAEA Chapter President. 
 
 

 
 
WiN BULGARIA  
 
On 5th February 2009, Women in Nuclear – the 
Bulgarian branch of Women in Nuclear Global 
organized a round-table discussion in Kozloduy 
“Nuclear Energy in the Hands of Youth”.  The focus 
of the discussion was on young people. 

 
More than 82 people - from 4 countries including 
Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary and Slovakia, plus 11 
organizations and three schools from the town of 
Kozloduy took part in the event. WiNners, Higher 
Education institutions professors, representatives 
from the schools in Kozloduy and members of the 
youth section of the organization participated in the 
discussion. The special guests at the event were 
Ludmilla Kiss-Zoltan (WiN Hungary), Marianna 
Manchikova (WiN Slovakia) and Minadora Apostol 
(WiN Romania). Included in their visit was a site tour 
of Kozloduy Nuclear Power Plant and a meeting with 
the management.  
 
During the 4-hour round-table discussions 8 
presentations were delivered which gave rise to brisk 
discussions about the way young people could be 
attracted to support the development of nuclear 
power engineering. The participants came to the 
conclusion that it is necessary to inform students in 
an appropriate way about the advantages of nuclear 
technologies for electricity generation as early as 
school age. The representatives of higher education 
emphasized the role that could be played by the 
career centers initiated by the companies employing 
nuclear power engineering specialists.   
 
In conclusion the 82 participants signed a special 
memorandum with the main conclusions from the 
discussion. The document was submitted to Mr. Ivan 
Grizanov – member of the Energy Commission at 
the Bulgarian Parliament on 6th February 2009 at the 
annual meeting of WiN-Bulgaria in Sofia. Some of 
the decisions included in the memorandum are:  
• To continue the active work of WiN – Bulgaria 

focused on young people in order to improve their 
competence level in nuclear power industry and 
the advantages of nuclear power; 

• WiN - Bulgaria is going to work with the coming 
generation to reveal and show the Nuclear Power 
Plant as a: 
- safe, reliable, secure, socially beneficial 

generating and supplying clean energy; 
- perspective employer; 
- reliable partner. 
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• Nuclear industry can become an attractive area for 

professional realization of young people by the 
joint activities of governmental and non-
governmental institutions and organizations and 
business companies; 

• It is necessary to develop a general strategy about 
the work with the students; 

• The cooperation between WiN and the schools is 
to be extended and a program has to be 
developed with activities organized for job 
orientation like “Days of different professions”, 
mobile workshops, visiting schools for special 
classes, etc. with a view of attracting students at a 
younger age for nuclear power engineering 
professions. 

• To improve the interaction between companies 
using nuclear power engineering specialists and 
the educational institutions; 

• WIN will continue the joint activities with all 
organizations supporting the cause for restarting 
Kozloduy NPP Units 3 and 4. 

 
A review of the activities implemented in the course 
of the last year and the plans for this year were 
made at the meeting.  

For more information please contact Katja Minkova. 
 
WiN FRANCE 
 
PARTICIPATION IN THE 3RD FORUM OF 
SCIENTIFIC CAREERS AIX EN PROVENCE  
 
On the 17th and 21st November 2008 WiN France 
participated in the Forum of  Scientific Professions 
organised by the Association « LUNES ET 
L’AUTRES » at the Natural History Museum in Aix 
en Provence. The objective of this forum was to 
respond to the questions and expectations of 260 
high school students from the third year (15 yrs) to 
the Final year (18 yrs).  
 
This communication campaign was led by women 
engineers in scientific areas (where girls count for 
less than 30% of the personnel) who spoke of their 
professions, motivating the young people to consider 
careers in these fields.  
 
Throughout both days, the dialogue with the students 
brought to light an evident lack of knowledge of the 
nuclear field. To their minds, the nuclear field has the 
image of a high risk environment, abstract and 
unattractive. Many of them are not aware of the final 
application of the technologies – even for the 
production of energy.  
 
Thanks to this Forum, WiN France was able to work 
on the attractiveness of the nuclear and energy 
sectors, talking of the equality of opportunities for 
both women and men, but above all it permitted the 
WiN France representatives to communicate real, 
factual messages about Nuclear. 
 

For additional information please contact Anne-Marie 
Corinne QUIBEL, Employment and Professional 
Action Commission, WiN France 
 
UPCOMING EVENT IN BURGUNDY  
 

Nabuo Tanaka, Executive Director 
International Energy Agency (IEA) 
will inaugurate the “International 
Nuclear Academy” in Dijon, on 3 
April 2009: “What Energetic Future 
Over the World, by 2030?” 
 
The “International Nuclear 
Academy” is a founding of the 

Burgundy Nuclear Partnership (Pôle Nucléaire de 
Bourgogne  (http://www.polenucleairebourgogne.fr/),  
an industrial cluster of companies (AREVA, 
VALLOUREC, and others), research centers (CEA), 
education training institutions, concentrating the 
complete capacity for engineering and design, 
manufacturing, control and maintenance for nuclear 
energy production.   
 
The IEA is an intergovernmental organization which 
acts as an energy policy advisor to 28 member 
countries Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czech 
republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Republic of 
Korea, Luxembourg, The Netherlands; New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovak Republic, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, 
United States. The focus of their efforts is to ensure 
reliable, affordable and clean energy for their 
citizens. With a staff of around 190, mainly energy 
experts and statistics professionals from its member 
countries, the IEA conducts a broad program of 
energy research, data compilation, publications and 
public dissemination of the latest energy policy 
analysis and recommendations on good practices 
 
A new opportunity and place to share international 
skills and expertise in the nuclear energy area. 
       
For additional information please contact Anne-Marie 
Goube (am.goube@wanadoo.fr) WiN-France Board, 
 
WIN JAPAN  
 
VISITS THE USS NUCLEAR-POWERED 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER GEORGE WASHINGTON 
 
WIN-Japan visited the U.S. navy base in Yokosuka 
for a technical tour including a ship tour of the 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier George Washington 
(GW) on March 4, 2009. It is the first nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier deployed in Japan, 
September 2008, replacing the USS Kitty Hawk, a 
conventionally-powered ship. This raised some 
vague concerns in the local public that this 
deployment could lead to nuclear accidents in the 
future. A nuclear-powered carrier was not familiar to 
the Japanese at all. Our interests were what a 
nuclear-powered carrier is and how safe it is. 
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It was a rainy day in the plum blossoms season, and 
30 members of WIN-Japan attended the tour. Mr. 
J.P. Niemeyer, who is the Political Advisor, Japan 
Liaison Office, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, 
Japan, and who has lived in Japan for many years, 
took the members to the tour of GW and served as 
an interpreter speaking fluent Japanese in his 
friendly manner.  
 
The USS GW was moored at Berth 12, which is at 
one end of the base. It was commissioned in 1992, 
and is very huge with two pressurized light water 
nuclear reactors. No nuclear weapons are loaded in 
respect to Japan’s Three Non-Nuclear Principles that 
“Japan shall neither possess nor manufacture 
nuclear weapons, nor shall it permit their introduction 
into Japanese territory.” 
 
The members were honorably welcomed by Rear 
Admiral K.M. Donegan, Commander, Battle Force 7th 
Fleet, and Commander, Carrier Strike Group Five, 
who kindly joined the group for photo-taking. Captain 
D.C. Grieco, USS GW Executive Officer, guided the 
group for the ship tour of GW, from the hangar 
through the bridge, the flight deck, shop, and the CO 
(Commanding Officer)’s in-port cabin. Captain 
Grieco emphasized their philosophy for the public 
relations that they disclose the information without 
hiding, in relation to the safety, and accept such 
tours as ours as many as possible. 
 
Fortunately, we saw the monitoring boat “Kinugasa” 
of Japan Coast Guard from the bridge. They carry 
out radiation monitoring and conduct the water 
sampling every day while the GW is moored. Mr. T.J. 
Murphy, Director, Radiological Controls, Yokosuka 
Detachment, said that both the Japanese and U.S. 
sides conduct the environmental radiation programs. 
In addition to those sampling and monitoring, there 
are ten monitoring posts on/off the base and their 
measurement data are available on the web site. 
Airborne and seaborne radiation is both monitored. 
Mr. Murphy is a health physicist and moved to 
Yokosuka one and a half years ago in order to 
establish the environmental monitoring program for 
GW on the U.S. side. Their sincere endeavor to 
establish the mutual understanding and beneficial 
relationship between the U.S. and Japanese local 
public was impressive for us. 
 
The catapult system attracted the ladies’ strong 
interests. It assists the aircraft to accelerate from 0 to 
160 miles/hour in two seconds for a successful 
launch. It consists of a track built into the flight deck, 
below which a large piston or shuttle attached 
through the track is the nose gear of the aircraft. 
High-pressure steam, pressurized by the heat of the 
reactors, provides the four catapults with driving 
power. This steam is obtained by heating the fresh, 
clean water produced from the sea water. GW can 
produce 400,000 gallons of clean water from the sea 
water per day. This capability contributed to the 
tsunami and earthquake victims providing the 
freshwater. The two reactors meet the demand of all 
the energy needs of the carrier operations. 

Dr. J. Gist, Senior Naval Reactors Representative 
(NRR), Yokosuka Naval Sea Systems Command 
(NAVSEA-08), Mr. Murphy and Mr. Niemeyer 
escorted the group for the ship tour, and Mr. B.M. 
Moyers, NACCC Program Manager, Commander 
Submarine Group Seven, joined the group for the 
lunch and briefing, answering a variety of questions 
during the tour. The safety issue in case of an 
accident occurrence at the nuclear reactors onboard 
the carrier was another interest of the members. It 
was also discussed eagerly during the entire tour. 
 
It seems extremely unlikely that radioactivity would 
be released from the reactor core into the 
environment. More importantly, the safety of 5,000 
crewmembers onboard GW must be assured. A 
nuclear-powered carrier is designed based on a “four 
barriers” concept in order to keep radioactivity inside 
the ship. These barriers are the fuel (solid metal) 
itself, the all-welded reactor primary system including 
the reactor pressure vessel containing the fuel, the 
reactor compartment, and the ship's hull.  
 
Commercial power plants have similar barriers. 
There are a number of features to maintain safety, 
and it is difficult to describe all of them here. 
However, the members realized that there were 
many similarities in the safety system and the public 
communications experiences between a nuclear-
powered carrier and a commercial power plant. Mr. 
Moyers and Dr. Gist suggested that this occasion 
should be the starting of the collaboration based on 
these information exchanges about the experiences 
of public relations. Ms. J. Ogawa, President of WIN-
Japan, was pleased and agreed to their suggestion. 
 
In the final briefing, Mr. Niemeyer explained the 
security issues in the Asia Pacific region, and the 
status and the importance of the U.S.-Japan security 
alliance. At the end of the tour, we had another 
active discussion time and concluded the tour one 
hour later than scheduled. Ms. Ogawa expressed 
appreciation on behalf of the group. The members 
were very impressed with the sincere efforts of each 
of the personnel we met on this day, for building 
mutual trust between them and the local public. We 
left the base with gratitude and our hope to see them 
again in the future. 
 
WIN-Japan also appreciated Mr. M. Wada and Ms. 
Imaizumi for their wonderful coordination of this tour. 
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WiN KOREA  
 
The Inauguration of a New WiN-Korea President 
  

WiN-Korea was established  
in 2000.  Dr. Sung-Woon Hong 
had lead Win-Korea through  
9 years of growth since the 
establishment of WiN-Korea. In 
the 2008 general meeting  
Dr. Se-Moon PARK, who had 
been a vice president, was 
elected as the new president.  
The new group of leaders' 

Dr. Se-Moon Park     term of office is from March 
                                  2009 to February 2011. The 
new President, Dr. Se-Moon PARK is a geologist, 
currently researching on geological characteristics 
and earthquake safety on nuclear power site as a 
senior manager and project leader in Korea Hydro & 
Nuclear Power Co. As one of her first actions,        
Dr. Park organized a new steering committee to 
prepare for the 2010 WiN Global meeting which will 
be held in Busan, Korea. The former president, Dr. 
Sung-Woon Hong will continue to be active 
contributing and providing wise advice on WiN 
activities as an honorary chair-person. Dr. Hong will 
continue as the WiN-Korea Board Member of  
WiN-Global. 
 
WiN ROMANIA 
 
WiN Romania is pleased to inform you that the 9th 
International Symposium on Nuclear Energy-SIEN 
2009, will be held from October 12-16 in Bucharest, 
Romania.  
 
The objective of the symposium is to debate the role 
and challenges of Nuclear Energy in the context of 
the enlarged European Union.  All the experts and 
representatives of the main organizations and 
institutions involved in the development of nuclear 
projects are invited to participate in the symposium. 
SIEN'09 is also open to research officers and 
students interested in scientific issues of Nuclear 
Energy. Information will be posted on www.aren.ro 
as it is finalized.  
 
For additional information please contact Mihaela 
Stiopol (mstiopol@nuclearelectrica.ro) WiN Romania 
Global Board Member and General Secretary 
"Nuclear Energy" Romanian Association.  
 
WiN GERMANY  
 
The first General Meeting of WiN Germany was held 
in Berlin, February 4th, 2009. 22 of the 66 WiN 
Germany members attended the session.  
 
The most important topic was that WiN Germany can 
now fully perform the functions it is set up for. The 
charter was approved and the various working 
groups presented a summary of their achievements 
since the organization’s formation in November 
2008. WiN Germany Working Groups were 

established mainly dealing in Communication (public 
appearance and image), Conferences, Internet, 
Networking, Education & Training, Charter & 
Structure. The office of WiN Germany is registered in 
central Berlin.  
 
During this first 
meeting the election 
of the first President 
of WiN Germany was 
conducted.  Beate 
Scheffler (Nukem) will 
serve as the very first  
President of WiN                             
Germany. In addition                   Yvonne Broy 
Yvonne Broy is  
Vice-President and Maja Geisler Press Relations 
Officer. Furthermore the following Board Members 
have been confirmed by vote (WGL is working group 
leader): 
  
Yvonne Broy Sponsoring Agent 
Marika Didonaki Budgetary Controller 
Christiane Papp WGL: “Communication” 
Birgit Felgenhauer WGL: “Education & Training” 
Ariane Remmert WGL: “Internet” 
Beate Scheffler WGL: “Conferences” 
Maja Geisler WGL: “Charter & Structure” 
Dr. Ingeborg Hagenlocher   WGL: “Networking” 
 
Especially during 2009 with its election to the 
German Bundestag and a lot of state parliament 
elections it is very important to have another source 
with expertise in the energy discussion that raises 
the voice for nuclear power. Politics will supposedly 
decide if the German phase-out policy will be 
continued or if the operational time of German 
nuclear power plants will be prolonged. WiN 
Germany can contribute by means of a transparent 
communication with well-founded expertise and a 
particular female perspective and alignment. WiN 
Germany aims at helping to provide a balanced 
contribution to problem identification and solution 
finding.  
 
It is WiN German’s main intention to provide a 
network of committed women working in the wide 
field of nuclear technology. A special focus will also 
be laid on providing information and career 
advancement to girls and women interested in the 
branch. 
 
If you would like more information please contact 
Maja Geisler (geisler@women-in-nuclear.de) WiN 
Germany Press Relations Officer. 
 
WiN SWEDEN IS ON THE MOVE  
 
WiN SWEDEN VISITS THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT 
 
In September 2008, fifteen WiNners from Sweden 
travelled to Brussels to gain an insight into how the 
EU and its institutions work. During the two days in 
Brussels, the WiNners found out more about what 
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the expression “internal market” meant and how 
different utilities, organisations, companies and 
institutions can influence policy decisions. The 
message was clear: if you don’t have a place in 
Brussels, you have no say! This is why Vattenfall, 
one of the Swedish utilities, has had an office there 
since 1990.  
 
The study visit was arranged by Christina Tapper, a 
Swedish lawyer and WiN member, who has worked 
for Vattenfall European Affairs in Brussels since its 
establishment almost 20 years ago. Since then, 
Vattenfall has been playing an active role on nuclear 
technology and waste management issues at the EU 
level. Vattenfall has two full-time employees and two 
part-time employees in Brussels and its offices are 
within walking distance from the European 
Parliament. 
 
A number of talks were held during the visit. Nina 
Commeau, a WiN member and French lawyer within 
the energy sector, who has been working on energy 
issues for the last 21 years, gave the WiNners an 
informative and personal briefing on activities in 
Brussels. Nina pointed out that it is not easy for 27 
different countries to find a common platform for the 
energy issue. National cultures and wills are strong 
and everyone has their own standpoint. The debate 
on energy has dramatically increased over the last 
five years, largely due to climate change, and 
nuclear discussions occupy an important part of the 
EU’s energy forum. 
 
Hans Korteweg, who works for the lobbying 
organisation, European Atomic Forum (Foratom) in 
Brussels, emphasized that today’s most important 
work is to gain acceptance for nuclear as a low 
carbon energy source. Korteweg commented that 
many countries are now positive to nuclear power 
including those who traditionally had been strong 
opponents. 17 national organisations, including 
about 800 companies are today represented in 
Foratom. 
 
Last but not least, the Swedish WiNners sampled 
Belgian cuisines toured the European Parliament 
and were treated to a morning of sightseeing in the 
city of Brussels before heading back to Sweden. 

 
WiN SWEDEN HAS LAUNCHED A NEW WEB SITE 
 
On November 7th WiN Sweden launched a new web 
site with the new profile that WiN Global decided on 
earlier this year. WiN Sweden has adapted the 

logotype with the smiling atom and the colors from 
the logotype are used in the layout. 
 
The web site will be a place for the members to 
share information and ideas and most of the pages 
will only be accessible via a password. As before, 
the web site has information about what WiN is and 
does which is directed to the general public. 
 
The web site will be developed continuously. 

 
WiN SWEDEN’S ANNUAL MEETING 
 
Some 40 WiNners from around the country met at 
the Ringhals Nuclear Power Plant on November 13 
and 14 for WiN Sweden’s annual meeting and 
conference. 
 
All of the Swedish nuclear power plants were 
represented at the meeting. Representatives from 
other parts of the industry, Vattenfall, E.ON, the 
Swedish Nuclear Fuel and Waste Management Co 
(SKB), the Nuclear Safety Training Center (KSU), 
Nordic Nuclear Insurers and Studsvik also attended 
the event. Participants enjoyed a varied and 
stimulating program of activities. The keynote 
speaker was the well-known Swedish meteorologist, 
Madeleine Westin, who gave an entertaining and 
educational introduction to climate change. 
Vattenfall’s Stina Rydberg briefed participants on the 
Carbon Capture and Storage project underway at 
Vattenfall’s facilities in Germany and Denmark and 
Björn Wilsson gave the participants an informative 
insight into a major I&C modernization project at 
Ringhals. During the conference, there was also time 
for a much-appreciated survey of the role of female 
scientists in the development of nuclear technology, 
delivered by Professor Imre Pazsit from the 
Chalmers Institute of Technology in Gothenburg, and 
co-author of a book on the subject.  
 
Agneta Rising, Environmental Director of the 
Vattenfall Group and co-founder of WiN, rounded off 
the conference program with a retrospective on the 
history of WiN. This was a sentimental moment for 
some of the “older” WiN members in the audience, 
particularly when Agneta showed photographs of 
well-known faces and recounted anecdotes of what it 
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was like to be a WiNner in the pioneering days. 
Commenting on the importance of nuclear power to 
the advancement of women, Agneta said, “Nuclear 
power has been particularly valuable for us women. 
Electricity from nuclear power plants has been vital 
in driving development and improving the health and 
wellbeing of society in industrialized countries. 
Nuclear power has benefited women and facilitated 
our development in terms of education, career and 
quality of life. Women in the developing world face 
many of the same challenges today. Access to 
electricity is necessary for progress. And, nuclear 
power also has a very good environmental track 
record”. 

 
During the annual meeting, a new WiN Sweden 
board was elected for 2008-2009. The members are: 
 
Monica Bowen-Schrire, President 
Malin Löwe, Secretary 
Agneta Gannå-Lundgren 
Eva-Lena Lindgren 
Marguerite Nilsson 
Hannah Brorsson 
Gabriela Bejarano 
Maria Taranger 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or would like 
more information please contact the WiN Sweden 
President Monica Bowen-Schrire.  
 
WiN SWITZERLAND MEETING AND DISCUSSION 
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY IN 
SWITZERLAND 
  
On October 27th nearly 70% of all members of WiN 
Switzerland gathered in Böttstein for a visit of 
“Axporama“, www.axporama.ch an exhibition about 
all aspects of electricity production.  Also 
participating was the WiN Global President, Cheryl 
Boggess, as a special guest of the meeting while on 
her way to attend a meeting of the WiN Strategic 
Planning Committee. The “Life with Energy” 
interactive exhibition, which is open to the public, 
contains various interactive experiments that 
educate the public on the different options for power 
generation. WiN members attending the meeting 
tried to secure a balanced electricity production 
versus demand by playing with the display that 
illustrates the different sources of electricity. The 
goal illustrated in the display is to integrated energy 

sources including solar, wind, nuclear, and hydro to 
sustain a stable energy supply system. The task was 
not easy as you can see in the photo.  

 
The exhibition also has videos about the safety 
features of 3rd and 4th generation nuclear power 
plants which were a welcome break after all the hard 
work of meeting energy demands.  

 
In the second part of the meeting WiNners welcomed 
Dr. Manfred Thumann, the CEO of the biggest Swiss 
utility, Nord-Ostschweizerische Kraftwerke (NOK). 
Dr. Thumann is also President of “Resun“, a 
company founded to hand in bids for the 
replacement of the three oldest nuclear plants in 
Switzerland. These plants include Beznau 1 and 2, in 
operation since 1969 and 1972, and Mühleberg, 
since 1971. The intensive discussion with Dr. 
Thumann centered on the future of nuclear energy in 
Switzerland and how to gain public acceptance for 
replacing the “old” (or existing) nuclear power plants. 
 
The voters in Switzerland, after four nuclear power 
referenda (1979, 1984, 1990, 2003) will once again 
be voting on nuclear. This vote will address building 
the plants to replace the old ones. Current 
projections are to replace the existing units by one, 
two or three new plants. In December 2008 
“Resun“announced projects for two new nuclear 
power plants. In June 2008, Atel, the parent 
company of the Goesgen Nuclear Power Plant, 
submitted an application for a second Goesgen 
Plant. The Federal Government will now examine the 
applications and it is projected that a vote will occur 
sometime around 2012. 
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One of the concerns of the attending WiNners was 
the number of projected projects. Current surveys 
indicate there is no majority of the Swiss for new 
nuclear plants, whereas the replacement for aging 
units gets a majority. If nuclear power is to play an 
important role in the energy future of Switzerland –
the WiNners choice – a lot of effort is needed to win 
the support of the public, especially women, to 
accept nuclear! WiN Switzerland will be fully 
engaged in communicating with the people of 
Switzerland on the benefits of nuclear power 
generation in meeting energy demands. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or would like 
more information please contact the WiN Switzerland 
President Irene Aegerter. 
 
WiN FINLAND 
 
Finland’s Energy Channel hosts the 13th Radiating 
Women Seminar. This year the topic of the annual 
seminar held in Helsinki March 17th is Energy and 
Climate. The speakers focus is on The National 
Climate and Energy Strategy, wind power and the 
national power system and the forest industry’s 
perspectives on the use of biomass.  
 
The seminar is a well respected and anticipated 
occasion. It gathers about 60-80 decision making 
women with various backgrounds to discuss and 
exchange ideas on energy and radiation related 
issues. Every other year the seminar topic deals with 
the use of radiation such as medical applications, 
research and others. The following year there will be 
an energy related topic.  

 
The Energy Channel has found the seminars very 
useful and fun. The aim has always been to reach 
out and hear what women of various ages, 
educational levels and professional backgrounds 
think about nuclear and radiation issues.  
 
The Energy Channel converts the seminar 
presentations into an annual Radiating Women 
newspaper. The newspaper is distributed widely. 
Those receiving a copy include the women members 
in the Finnish Parliament. 
 
The past ten years have been very busy for the 
women (and men) working in the nuclear field in 
Finland. TVO’s FIN5 project was launched in the turn 
of the millennium. Currently there are three 
applications for a decision in principle to build new 

nuclear. Decision in principle is a Government 
decision that needs to be ratified by the parliament in 
order for the industry to build a new nuclear facility. 
The decisions are expected in 2010.  
 
WiN CANADA 
 

 
 
The 6th Annual WiN-Canada conference, held in 
Ottawa prior to the Canadian Nuclear Association 
conference, saw record attendance of one hundred 
and forty-seven delegates. WiN-Canada members 
spent a full day putting together all the puzzle pieces 
of the nuclear industry on Wednesday, February 25, 
2009. 
 
A series of mini-sessions, presented by the talented 
women in our industry, covered the entire fuel cycle 
from mining the uranium through to storage of the 
spent fuel. Glenna Carr, Chair of the Atomic Energy 
of Canada Ltd. Board, opened the conference by 
sharing personal anecdotes from her own career 
journey and offered career advice. Dr. Jeremy 
Whitlock provided context for the day by presenting a 
whirlwind one-hundred year history of our industry.  
 
The Honourable Lisa Raitt, Minister of Natural 
Resources Canada, motivated the luncheon 
attendees with a very humorous and inspirational 
look at her own personal career journey and talked 
of her support for WiN and her positive thoughts on 
the Canadian nuclear industry. Minister Raitt was 
quick to point out that three of the top positions in the 
industry are held by women, herself as Minister of 
Natural Resources Canada; Cassie Doyle as Deputy 
Minister of Natural Resources; and Glenna Carr, 
Chair of the AECL Board. 
 
The afternoon closed with some professional 
development sessions on how to tell your own story, 
Ontario Power Generation’s mentoring program for 
women and an upbeat and inspirational guest 
speaker, Adele Alfano, who discussed how to 
achieve work-life balance. 
 
The technical tours, held the day prior to the 
conference, visiting Atomic Energy of Canada 
Limited, Chalk River Laboratories; MDS Nordion and 
GE/Hitachi Nuclear Energy Canada and NuTech 
Precision Metals Inc., provided delegates with a first-
hand learning experience around isotope production, 
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radioisotope and radiopharmaceutical production, 
pressure tube and tubing fabrication.    
All presentations, supplementary papers and 
pictures are now loaded on to the WiN-Canada 
website at www.wincanada.org.  

 
Cheryl 
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